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„ e eee. UI. rr 
Length of days % in her right hand; 


and in her left hand Riches and 


N / introduced Holding out to 
mens View, the greateſt 


Temporal Bleſſings, as Inducements to 


engage them in her Service. And the 
ſame Encouragements to Virtue and 


Goodneſs, are offer d in Other places of 
Holy Scripture. Thefore St Paul aſſures 


us, that Godlineſs' is profitable to all 
things, having promiſe of the life that 
Now is, as well as of That which is 10 


come . And yet, the ſame Holy Spirit, 


which Sometimes give us a proſpect of 
Good Men, Drawn in the moſt Agree- 
able and Beautiful Light, does Elſe- 


4 1 Tim. 4. 8. 


2 


/ ; 


where 


= 
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2 The Temporal Advantages 
| © where repreſent Them under the ut- 
moſt Diſadvantages of Shade and Sci- 
tuation : They are Sometimes Figured 
out, as Crownd with Happineſs, and 
at Other times, as Loaded with Miſery. 
It will Therefore be neceſſary, in trea- 
| in of this Subject, to conſider Three 
Things: 3 1 


I. Firſt, That the e of Tempo- 
ral Advantages, in the Text, is ſubjeft 
20 ſeveral Limitations and Conditions, 
and not Intended to he Under/tood in an 
UNIVERSAL and ABSOLUTE 
fenſe, as Infallibly eAſcertaining theſe 
Advantages to every Good man in t 
World, W830; 0 
II. Secondly, That according to the 
Natural late of Things, which God hath 
| Determin'd, according to the Ordinary 
and ſettled “ and Tendencies of Hu- 
| man Affairs, a Religions Life is the moſt 
proper and Likely means of ſecureing 
thoſe Advantages, And 4p 
IT. Thirdly, That, Ab/traffing from 
the Natural Tendency of Things, God 
| does frequently , by his Special en., 
ence, 


. | ( 


rr 


e K 


ſeveral Limitations and Conditions, and 


Wey * Mü of: 


* vouchſafe theſe Hire es 10 
his  Fauhful ſervants; 937. ch ad: 
vantages, 10 1125 12 the 5 of 
Good men, may be. e RE 
Bleſſings G i 10 2 


i” 7 hat the DEP of 10 hol, 
Advantages, in Fu Text, is ſalject to 


not. intended to be under/iood iu an L- 
NIVERSAL and BSOLUT. 
ſenſe, as Injallibly cr ug theſ 
eo Advantages 10 eve ry:Good man in th 
World. And the Truth of this Pro 
poſition may appear from, thef owing 
1%, The Encou t propoſed 
1/t, ncouragemen 
in the Text, cannot be unde INE 
therwiſe, than as. They are Coppa 
ble with the Eſtabliſhed State and 9 05 
der of Things in the World. If 7 55 
and Riches, in the Higbeſ ſenſe of Them 
were to be the Portion of ever Good 
Man, the Conſequence muſt 15 
Few. Good men as there are in the 
World) that the n and the 
Mighty would do more than 55 1 
u 


A 2 


4 The Temporal Advantages 
. Juſt Proportion to their Inferiours; And 
many of the moſt Neceſſary Offices in 
Human Society muſt be Neglected, 
through want of proper Perſons to Su- 
ſtain and Diſcharge Them. 
Indeed, as Riches ſtand purely Op- 
poſed to Want, and ſignify only ſuch a 
Plenty, as is Suitable to every Mans 
Particular Station; And as Honour is 
Strictly Oppoſed to Dgrace, and figni- 
ſies only ſuch a Fair Eſteem and Repu- 
tation, as is Suitable to every Man's 
Rank and Order; As Riches and Ho- 
nour are taken in This Senſe, and it 
ſeems to be a proper ſenſe of Them, in 
the Promiſe of them annex d to Reli- 
gion, They are without Doubt, Gene- 
rally beſtowed upon Good men, when 
they are not Inconſiſtent with any Con- 
dition neceſſarily Implied in That Pro- 
miſe, In like manner, the Promiſe of 
Long Life muſt needs be Interpreted, 
under the Implicit condition of it's con- 
fiſtency with men's Natural Frame and 
State, whereby One Man is Diſpoſed to 
a much Earlier Diſſolution than An- 
other; Inſomuch that Nothing _ 
| than 


* 

1 
A 

/ 
* 
— 


than a Miracle can bring the Lives f 
of all Good men to one and the ſa 
Meaſure of Duration. ah 
There may indeed be Inſtances, as 
will be obſerved below, of God's pro- 
longing a Good man's Life, in an Ex- 
traordinary manner. But the promiſe 
of Long Life to Good Men, conſider d 
in General, cannot well be underſtood to 
ſignifie any more than This, that Their 
Lives ſhall, Ordinarily, be carried on, 
by Divine Providence, to their Natural 


Period, and not be Judicially cut off, - as 


Other men's Lives may be, before They 
have filled up the Bounds, which Na- 
ture hath Aſſigned to Them. And yet, 
tis here to be obſerved, that it is ſome- 
times matter of Divine Favour to Good 
men, that they are taken away, before 
the Term of their Natural Lives is ex- 
pired. For Thus the Holy Spirit hath 
taught us, and tis a Leſſon ſufficient to 
prevent our Judging Raſhly and Cenſo- 
riouſly of Events, which we know not 
the Reaſons of; The Righteous periſb. 
eth, and no man layeth it to heart; and 
merciful men are taken away, none com- 
| ſidering 


of all Temporal Advantages; which 


6 The Temporal Advantages 
fidering, that the Righteous is taken 4 
way from the evil to come 

24), The Truth of the Propoſition 
before us appears from Hence, That the 
Spiritual and Eternal Welfare of ſome 
Good Men might be very much Ob- 
ſtructed, if not Finally Prevented | 
Temporal Proſperity. Everla/iing L 
is the Grand Bleſſing, to which Good 
men are Intitled by the promiſe of God; 
And all Other Promiſes, which he hath 
made Them, do Preſuppoſe and Imply 
their Conſiſtency with That. When- 
ſoever Therefore, their Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions are ſuch, that their full en- 
—.— of Earthly Bleflings would in- 
terfere with their Attainment of Cele- 
ſtial Bliſs; the Divine Providence Gra- 
ciouſly witholds thoſe Advantages from 
Them, which would ow n 
to Them. 
Indeed Men Obſtinately Wicked are 
oftentimes Indulged, by Providence, in 
a ſtate of Affluence, in the Enjoyment Ill 


they do Abuſe, and, vid _ Abuſe, 


4 Iſa. 57. l. 
rendes 


of Rehgion. © 7 
render the Inftruments of their own 
Ruin; For the Profperity. of Fools ſball 
deftiroy them. And the Reaſons of this 
Providential Permiſſion are many and 
plain, but unneceſſary to be offer d in 
this Diſcourſe, becauſe They are far Re- 
moved from the Subject, as well as the 
Occaſion of it. However, the Men- 
tion of this Permiſſion ſeems to magni- 
fie God's Tender Regard to his Choſen 
Servants, whom he will not Indulge in 
any the moſt Agreeable Circumſtances, 
whereby they may Forfeit, or une 
their Salvation. 

Such is the Knowledge of God, that 
he Throughly 3 every Man $ 
Qualifications. and Diſpofitions ; - and 
ſuch his Gopdnefs, that he will not Truſt 
Good men with a Larger Portion of 
Proſperity, than they are able to Ma- 
nage, leſt they ſhould fink under the 
Weight of it. Where either Ballaſt, or 
a Skilful Pilot is wanting, There the 
more Full and Swelling the Sails, the 
Greater is the danger of Shipwreck. 7 

3daly, And more Particularly As 


2 Prov. 1. 33. 


4 


- ſome 
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ſome Good men's Tempers and Diſpo- 
fitions would render them Unſafe in a 
Courſe of Proſperity, ſo are they bet- 
ter Qualified to exerciſe thoſe Vertues, 
which are Needful in a Depre/ed, than 
Thoſe which are the Duties and the Or- 
naments of an Exalted State. Different 
Plants do require Different kinds of Soyl 
to Thrive in. Patience and Reſgnation 
may Flouriſh and grow upto the High- 

eſt perfection in a Soul, wherein Con. 
deſcention, Liberality and G eneroſuty 
would either take no Root, or, not riſe 
to Maturity , but Pine and Wither, ; 
Droop and Die. Our Wiſe and Merci- 

ful Creatour gives his Several ſervants 
proper Occafions of exercifing thoſe ſe- 

veral Vertues which he hath plantedin 
Them, and which are moſt Likely to 
be Fruitful of the Higheſt Degrees of 
Godline/s upon Earth, and of Gl Glory in 
Heaven. 

But, after All, the Difficulties which 
Good men are reduced to, are not al 
wales laid upon Them, purely on ac- 
count of Themſelves, or, becauſe ſuch 


Circumſtances will Beſt accord with 
their 


rte Nie of Religion % W A 9 
their Spiritual Welfare, or, are Beſt 
adapted to the Exerciſe of their Pecu- 
liar Vertues;; but for other Reaſons, | 
and to other Purpoſes. ':For 
Ar, The Difficulties and 
of Good men are ſometimes . — 
to the Advancement of Ga, Glory; 
And the Glory of God, which is the Ulti- 
mate End of all Beingt, may well be un. 
derſtood and ſuppoſed , as an Implicit 
Condition in all Promiſe omi/es. ' On-acconnt 
of This Great End it was; that the Apo- 
ſtles, and Other Holy-Martyrs Lived 
in Continual Trouble, and Died in Ex- 
quifite Torment. Their Conſummate 
Piety did not want the Harſh Diſcipline 
of Sufferings, for it's own Improve- 
ment; but their Sufferings became the 
Neceflary and EffeQual Inſtruments of 
Propagating God's Honour, and Man 
Salvation. And in Other, and Lower 
Inſtances, the Submiſſion, the Eafinets, 
and the Cheerfulnefs, which ſhine in 
Good Men, under the Severer Difpen- 
fations of Heaven, do greatly Promote 
God's Honour, and the Intereſt of Re- 


ligion : They are Abundant Teſtimo- 
B nies, 


10 The Temparal Advantages 
nies, that God is Eſpecially Preſent and 
Propitious to his Servants, when they 
ſtand moſt in Need of him: They are 
an Abundant and Endearing Convicti- 
on, that the Spirit of Religion is the On- 
ly Spirit of Power, and of Firmneſs, 
and of Excellency, which may be Ne 
pended on, and will never Fail; In com: 
pariſon of Which, all the Powers of the 
World are as that Brittle and Brokgn 
Reed, whereon if. Infirm and Afflicted 
Man ſhall /ean,, he will find it ſo far from 
Supporting him, that it will Sink un- 
der him; and not only So; but will £0 
into his hand, and pierce ut, 
Theſe , and ſuch as Theſe, are the 
Conditions and Limitations previouſly 
Suppoſed and Implied in the: Promiſes 
of Temporal Bleſſings to Good men? 
And they may ſupply us with theſe 
Three Obſervations, amongſt; many o 
thers; ä 7115 nal 
| 1ſt, That None 11 Inconvenienes 
is far from being a Certain Mark of God's 
Diſpleaſure, and is, Therefore, far from 
being a Juſt Reaſon of entertaining an 


Wu mew mm of Thoſe that ſuffer it, r. 
even 


e Nelgin. 11 
even of taking up any Su/picions of Ink 
quity or Unworthineſs in them; 

Aly, That, as Temporal Ad vantages 
are Deen d and Propoſed to us, only 
as Infer our and Subordinate Motives to 
Religion, ſoour Eſteem of them ſnould 
be, Comparatively, very Low, and ve- 
ry Little, that our Thoughts and De- 
ſires may be the more Cloſely and In- 
tirely fixed upon the — Object 
of our Hopes, the Bleſſings of a _—_ 
and an Endleſs Liſe; Ade 

zaly, That theſe Conditions and L 
mitations of the Encouragements, in 
the Text, are in Themſelves highly Rea. 
ſonable and Juſt; And a Man muſt 
throw up all retenſions to Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, before he can Wiſn or Expect 
ſuch a Diſtribution of Temporal Ad- 
vantages, as would be — ei- 
ther with that variety of Ranks and Or. 
ders, under which the Societies of Men 
are Ranged and Eſtabliſned by Infinite 
Wiſdom; or, with the Eternal Savation 
of his own Soul; or, with his own moſt 
Succe/5ful Progreſs i in the Way of Sal- 
vation; or, with God's 2 and the 

| D 2 Advance- 


12 The Temporal Advantages 
Advancement of Religion, or, with any 
Other of the Wiſe Ends and Purpoſes 
of God's Diſpenſations. Tis Sufficient 
to Good men, that, ſo far as is Conf 
— with ſuch Great — — 
may properly ex l 
in the Text. . —— aſons of ſuch 
an Expectation will appear from the 
other. Two Heads of Diſcourſe ſtill Be. 
fore u 2 
II. Secondly Therefore; E Grecionſh 
hath God Provided for the Temporal 
Advantages of his ſervants, that, accord- 
ing to the Natural ſtate of Things which 
he hath Determin d, — ta the 
Ordinary courſe aud Tendencies of Hu. 
man Affairs, the moſt Proper and Likes 
t means of ſecureing thoſe Advantages, 
are Veriue and Relgiom. 
"Tis Difingenuous and Ungrateful,” tis 
Impious, tis a kind of Implicit Athe- 
iſm, to 'Aſcribe the Happy Eeds of 
Vertue to the Nature Thing, with; 
out Acknowledging, that the Nature 
of Things was Deſign d, Inſtituted, and 
Ordain d by the Great Maker and Go» 
vernour of the World. It is not 2 
8 


ing to Uncertain and Irregular, Unyuſt 
and Unequal Chance, but to the Wiſe 
Decree and Appointment of the ma 
High, that Temperance contributes to 
the Continuance of Hea/th and Lys; 
or, that the hand of the Diligent maketh 
rich; or, that the Faithful Exerciſes and 
Improvements. of thoſe Excellent Fa- 
culliss, which Bounteous Nature hath 
planted in ſome mens Minds, are the 
Wings, whereon they Soare to Reprras 
tion and Flowour. rt. 
Some Vertues have a 
neſs in them, to produce ſome Peculian 
kinds of Benefit; but they All Agree 
in the Main Point, They bear their So- 
veral Parts in Finiſhing the Harmony 
and the Happineſs of Liſe. The Power 
of Vertue Therefore is Contracted and 
Diminiſhed by thoſe Sages, who, repre- 
ſenting it as Efficacious and Fruitful of 


its own Rewards, are very Large in 


their Accounts of thoſe Internal Treg» 
ſures of Peace and Satisfaction, which 
it beſtows upon the Mind, ſcarce Men. 


tioning or Regarding it's External Ac- 
_ 
tne 


quirements, on which the Necefla 


Peculiar Apt- 
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of Life do grea 


| Excite us to Adore be riches of His 


14 The Temporal Advantages 

the Conveniencies, and the Ornaments 
atly depend. Each of 
the Sundry Fruits of Vertue Deferved- 
ly Challengeth our Regard, and'ſhould 


Goodneſs, who hath thus impregnated 
our Duty with Comfort and Delight.” 
A man Armed with Fertue and Ne. 
Aion can ſtand Firm and Immoveable, 
whilſt the moſt Violent and rag being 
Waves of Misfortune Dafti againſt him 
His Strength is equal to the Heavieſt 
— —.— and he Bravely Repels, or 
4 Recerves the Keeneſt Arrows 
— are Level d at him, till his Soul; 
which Nothing could Cruſh, or Con-. 
quer upon Earth, takes it's Triumphant 
Flight into Heaven. This Mighty Pro- 
wefs of Vertue, One of the. Nobleſt 
Gifts of God, ought to be a Principal 
Subject of our Thoughts and Thankf- 
* gering But, Difficulties and Diftreſs 
not being Eligible, we have reaſon to 
Rejoyce, that the Beſt means of Sup. 
porting us under them, are likewiſe the 
Beſt means of Preſerving us from Them. 


For Vertue, in its own Native ſtate, 
33 


is ſo Attractive of Eviernal Advan 
tages, that it can ſcarce fail of Draw- 
ing them Effectually aſter it, unleſs 
they ſnould, in their Motion, meet with 
any Interruption, or Impediment, from 

that Sovereign Hand, by which this 
Glorious Law of Attraction was given. 
Varieties of Temporal Bleflings are in 
the Poſſeſſion and Diſpoſal of true Wik 
dom; And ſhe does Uſually and Eaft 
ly; where no Extraerdinary Provt- 
dence Intervenes, Deſend, Preſerve, 
and Adorn the Manfions of her own 
Abode. And how Little reaſon Good 


poſction to th 


| \ d i 
the Text; And ſuch Advantages, when, 
placed in the hands of Good men, may. 
be Properly, accqunted. Bleſſings, -' And 
under this Head, Each of the Advan - 
tages 


W. 
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16 The Temporal Advantages 
tages mention d in the Text ſhould be 
Diſtinctly confider d. Ilge 

I. Firſt of them is Length of Days. 
And ſometimes” God is pleaſed, by an 
 Extraordmary' Diſpenſation, to mul 
tiply thoſe years, which, in his Ordi- 
nary courſe of Providence; are allotted 
to a Good man's Life. Thus were 
teen years; by the Divine favour and 
Indulgence , added to the Life of He: 
2#kiah, even aſter the Prophet had 
brought this Moving meflage from 
Heaven to him; thus ſaith the! Lord, 
fet thine houſe in order Jer thou n 
ae, and not live 

Sometimes God is pleaſed to Prolong 
Good men's Lives, by Acts of 
Dellverance from thoſe External Tart 
ers, which would, Otherwiſe, pre 
al to them. Thus was St at 40 
liver d from the Conſpiracy laid againſt 
him by the Jews; And à mors Re- 
markable Providence fruſtrated an At. 
tempt made upon the Life of St Am 

„Biſhop of Milan; who was 10 
leſs Famous for his Works of ien 


ES « 2 Kidz. 20. f. 
* 


1 


o * l 


and Cherig, than he was for his Nahle | 


Extraction. 

The Gracious 8 of God 1 
oftentimes prolong the Lives of his Ser- 
vants, by proper Acts of Hreſer vation. 
For this muſt be meant by. theſe⸗ and 
other Parallel expreſſions in Scripture; 
Thou. ſbalt keep them, O Lord, thou 
ſhalt preſerve t The Lord 3 thy 
keeper , the Lord ſhall preſerve thee 
from all evil. He hall d fe thee un. 
der bis Wings. There vo evilhap- 
per unto thee. Inſtances of Good men's 
providential Deùverances may de more 
Signal, and ſtrike a Deeper Impreſſion 
upon us; But inſtances of their Pre/er- 
vation are more Frequent , or, rather 
to be accounted Conftant and Perpe- 
tual: An Invifible Divine Power is 
ways Defending them from the Invit- 
ble and unknown Defigns of Evil Men, 
or, from Impending Evil Accidents, 
which would, otherwiſe, fall upon Life, 
and break it in pieces. It is Applica» 
ble to the Preſer vation of Life, as well 
as the other. circumſtances of Good 

a Pſ.13.7. 121. 5, 7. 91. 4. 
7 Men, 


i8 The Tennis ee 
Men, that 4 things work togerher for 
good to them that love God: A Paſſage 
of Sci ipture, ever Tupplying Comfort 
to the xpectations, and ever Confirm. 
ed by the Experierice -6f Good Men, 
This Paſſage is ſaid to have been Parti- 
8 recollected with high ſatisfacti. 
by that great Example of Fnith and 
Wolfe bi Eyipbaumns Biſhop of 8. 
lumis, in the Cloſe of his Life, whieh 
Was then drawn out do the Length of 
about a Hundred yeurs. 
Who can be ſo Unjuſt as to withhold 
that Yereration, which is a Debt Indiſ- 
penfably due to Old- Age this Crown'd 
with Vertue? Or, who can Doubt that 
This is a Scene of Delight and True Nap. 
pies 5? For, if a Mans HappineR 6 
ly confiſts/ in his Firm Depen- 
der(ce = the Diyine Favour, ground. 
ed upon a ſafe of his own Vertue and 


G0⁰ ien the Lenger his Expe- 


niente, pk . more Extenſive the H 


fees, and the more Clear and Pull the 
Teimonies of his dyn Goodneſs are, 
the Greater muſt the meaſures of his 


a Rom. 8, 28. 


Happinef 


1 whichis p 7 1 
Lord from. 2 F 
therek — and the 1915 4 
as This muſt he o 

1. He, who, 


oy) The T emporal Advantages 


ceive, that when God gives Wealth to 

his moſt Sincere and Faithful ſervants, 
he knows, that the Abundance thus be. 
ſtowed upon them, will not prove Per- 
nicious to them. Riches are not Let 
Looſe upon a Good man, às Enemies 
to Wound him: Infinite Wiſdom firſt 
Guards and Fortifies him againſt all tlie 
Miſchief they can Do; And then puts 
them into his Poſſeffion and Power; 
that he may extrad all the Good, and 
Avoid the Ppyſon of Them. And in- 
detd it muſt be a wonderful Strength 
and Conftancy of Mind, that can ren- 
der a Man Impregnable, and able to 

Hold out, under the many and Violent 
Temptations, which an Abundance of 
Wealth is always Playing againſt him. 
It muſt be a Vaſt Weight of Wiſdom, 
that can keep down That Towering Si. 
rit of Self-ſufficiency within him, which 
all his Outward Circumſtances do con- 
ſpire in Raifing tothe moſt Dangerous 
Height. Nothing but the Greateſt Mind, 
and That Supported by the Holy Spi. 
rit, can Safely bear the Greateſt For · 


tune. "Glorious then and Admirable 
muſt 


F Religion. . „ 
muſt the Endowments of thoſe Faith 
ful and Holy men be, whom God does 
intruſt with Large ſhares of Earthly 
Treaſures, becauſe he knows, that they 
are Qualified to Enjoy them with intire 
Safety, and Improve them to the ut- 
moſt Spiritual Aavantage: that they 
will Teſtifie the Genera of their Souls 
by the Eyects of it; and that they ill 
be ſo far from Trufting in their Kches, 
that they will by proper Diſpenſations, 
render them — ata) to the Con- 
% of their Truſt and Hope in 
0 
Tis Remarkable in the Character of 
a Great Prince, that, when ſome of his 
Friends, obſerving his Unbounded Mu- 
nificence, took the Liberty to ask him 
What he would haue Left for fim 
under ſuch 'a Conants? He anſwer, 
Hope. And if an Heathen could ſup- nn 
port Himſelf, in his Acts of Munifi- 
cence, upon the Principle of Hope, how 
Firm and Laſting Foundations of Sa- 
tistaction, and Safety, may be laid y 
Chriſtians, in Their Acts of Liberality 


and Charity. They have plain and Full 
Evidence, 
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Evidence that Their Gogd works are 
an Unexceptionable and Undoubted 
Principle of their Miauce in God; and 
That — in God is a Further, and 
High Recommendation of 1 to Ha 
Favour. 
„What Reaſon thee: can hs. Aſſigned 
for Jou Poverty, when ſo much Ex- 
cellent: Duty, a ſo wuch True flap- 
pineſs may be draw from Riches? 
When Thoſe, whom God firſt Qualifies, 
by his Spirit, to Refemble him in his 
Goodre/s, may, Prouidentially, be Qua 
lified to Reſemble him in this Blefled 
Fruit of it, an Extenſive Beneficence 
to Mankind? gal. 14-8 
zap, and La fly, Honayr is oftentimes 
allotted to men, by the ſpecial 
Providenes of. Gal. And this ſeems 
M anifeſt from 1 Chron. 1. 1 2. Pl. 91. 16. 
1 and many other places of Scripture. 
Thus was Daniel ane to the: Ho- 
nour of being the Huf Profedent over 
the Princes, in Darius s Kingdom and 
David to the Throne of Hrasl. Anu 
the: EP of their Herines Dory 


Dan. 6. 3. 1261 1 | K. DEE 
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al 2 nn 
fi opottion to the Eminen of 
geek, and Titles 66 2 
Upon This depended the 
of their Ha , afid their Glory. 'Tik 
with Honour; as with Rvety Other Ta- 
lent; That the Happineſs ariſing from 
it confiſts in the UR and: ur 
of it, and tis properly a Blefſing unto 
Cob men Alone; For They Alone can 
graft upon it, an Aſſured Expectatibn 
of Gods Favour. And indeed, They 
Alone are ſecure of This Principal In. 

e 


gredient in it; the 8 — E, 
Mankind. 
Titles of Hbnour; whether PIR 
ary „or, '#ce//ional;;, when they wrt 
not Supported by Vertue, do loſea gruut 
part of their Value; nid therefort a 
great artef che Fribute dien would, 
Other wife, be paid to Them, is Gene. 
rally withheld From theſſ. Wealthy, or, 
Hombur, in the Poſſeſſion of an Lau 
thy - , tath much the ame effect 
upon Mankind, us Bribery hath upon 
Corrupt Wimeſſess It Extorts , from 
ſome men, the Onward -Feſthnonies 
: and ne a Deſerence and Re- 
1 "By ſpect, 


* . 
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24 The Temporal Advantages 
pect, which, in their Hearts, they Feel 
nothing of. It is not in Nature to have 
a Real, Inward Eſteem and Reverence, 
for Vicious, Profligate, Diſſolute, and 
Therefore Diſhonourable Perſons, The 
Deference paid to Them, is only Forced, 
and Superficial; Whilſt That, which is 
paid to Others, thoſe Happy Others, 
whoſe Noble Characters and Noble Qua- 
lities do conſpire to render them Aimi- 
able and Dear to the Societies of Men, 
is Voluntary and Generous, the effect 
of Hearts flowing with Love and Cent 
towards them, 

When the Higheſt Titles are thus 
Joyn d by the; Brighteſt Ferines, they 
Cannot Fail of raiſing the Higheſt Ad- 
probation and E/teem in all the Wiſeſt 
and Beſt of Men. And Such Honour 
may well be accounted a Bleſſing, which 
hath excited the Greateſt Perſons to the 
Greateſt Actions and Enterprizes, in 
all Ages of the World. So long as the 
Deſire of it does not proceed from 
Pride, nor Degenerate into Fainglory; 
ſo long as it is not mens Chie/, but 


Subordinate Aim; ſo long as it is Sub- 
ſervient 


1 —— 


dein er the Love of x _ 1 
ed by the Laws af Religion; a which 


Circumftances are! Suppaſed in the Cha- 


racter uf a Gaed man; Fhat Deſir of it is 


a Natural ani Juſt AfeG10n, as the . 


taiumemt of it is a Proper Refreſhment 
and Nenuuru of Pure & Vertuous Minds, 
And Ihe Stabil of this — 
Equal tb the — 4} "wy 

* — 


at it; + 
— ty — mn nu. 
them 4s the Certain Prey ogy Devouring 
Tima; But Hauour is n Bleſſing too 
Great to be Deſtroyed by 1 
Fenty Bice Bowie: It riſeth;the 
er, by / ion it meets with, 
and is ſo far from yielding to the Can- 
kering Efforts of Tima, that it gathers 
Streng: by it's Continuance, and ie 


evor gaining new Dogrors oi Beauty ang 
Perfection. 2 
the Particu- 


Having gone through 


lars propoſed from the Words, Iſhould 


now briefly A 


Application is ſo Obylous, that it ſeas 
— „ on: „ +0 0 
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What 


Won Fo. 


pply them to the Oceaſi· 
on of this Diſcourſe; And yet, ſuch an 
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286 De Ten 2 2 „„ 
4 | "What hath been obſerved +. AA 
ing Leng Length of Da 5, muſt Already have 

ed: us With AL Joy 9 4 the 
Thoughts of that - Howourable Perſon, 


who we here” ſee attended with the 
Bleſſings of Long Life, without the Bur- 
then of it; Whom: God is ſtill pleaſed 


to Guard zend This Great Cauſe of 
omplaing}, which is vu Incident 


Period, 


o Others "ih. a mu 
That their frength 3s 
and Sorrow; And; Who is no as Hap- 
py, in bein Free from the Ir miti 


ies 
Hl be Mind, ab He hath all along been 
in that Courſe of” 


Fertue, which is the 
Neceffary Provifien: of ſo ' Valuable a 
Freedom: ' T only: Mention that Courſe 
of Vertue, without Ventureing to Of- 
fend,” by a Particular Account of it; for 
Coo men do Agree with Others of a 
Quite Different Character, in This Re- 
ſpect, that Neither of them can Eafi- 
ly bear an Account of their Own Lives 
and Actions. ye 0 1 
However; Neither the Fear of of 
fn ing the Chaſteſt ears „ evon by a 


Detail of plain Truths, on the One 
hand; 
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b 3% Religion, N 75 422 1 
hand; nor yet an Utter Aborte /- 
the Abominable ſin of Flattery, n 
the Other, ſnould reſtrain me from ſug - 
geſting the Neceſſity of 
up Praiſes to God, for the Beneficial 
Uſe, which this Noble Hand hath made 
of Riches, the Second Advantage pro 
poſed in the Text. His Generous and 
Laſting Proviſions for the Hayat ion of 
Touth, the ement of Learning, 
and the Doſerte and Propagatiam | 
A Religion, Cannot be Concealed, and ſhall I 
never be Forgot. Bleſſed the Mans |} 
who thus Cultivates and Inricheth his 
Countrey, by his Paſſage through it! 
Hondur is the Laſt Talent mention d 
in the Text; And this alſo the ſame 
Faithful Hand hath Preſeryd without 
Violation, and; Improved to the t- 
moſt e Aduautage; For where a Title of 
Hongur , and an Honourable Life , do 
reflect a Mutual and Conſtant Luſtre 
upon one another, There is Hanour 
Indeed. And yet, the Honour thus 
Deſcended „and thus Adar ned, does 
not ſtand Alone, | _ in a Happy Uni- 
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dn with the Honour of Epiſeopacy,and 
That Epiſcopal Honbur This dap riſen, 

in it's Duration, to the Meridian of 2 
Century, and ſnhineing forth in it's Full 
Strength. AbundantReaſon have we to 
Rejoyce under the Benign Aſpect of the 
Mitre, and the Coronetin con junction; 
4 Conjunction which hath Seldom ap- 
peared inne World, A Fe Perſons in- 
deed of Noble Deſcent ate recorded a- 
mongſt the Biſhops of tie Firſt Ages; But 
of Some we know " ittls more than their 
Names; and the Account of Others is, 
that Their 'Enjoyment of this Double 
Honour was — Short. It Reſted up 
vn the Great St. Ba/i, but a lietle more 
than Eight Years, before he followed his 
Noble and Pions Anceltours to 'the 
Manſions of Glory Above. May the Sun 
bring many Returns of This Joyful and 
| Memiordble Day, before the Like E- 
vent ariſeth in This Place 
SO Many and ſo Great Bleſſings hat! 
Heaven beſtowed upon this Honours | 
able, and Yererable Perſon. 


Indeed in That t Church, which hath 
| added 


eee 
and wo an Its, 
Many, Mighty,..aug 


tations, that N 


tual St 
May N 
to Them, Epiſcopacy, Secular Honours, - 
and: Valt 7 — do alten moet to- 
gather. But in the Carb Church 


ices, arated from it 
have, by Relinquiſhing 


Since ee 


- #3 
been Re. united to it, A Theſe Bleſ- 


fings have ſcarce even been Found Cen: 
tring in One man, and in the ſame De- 


grees of Perfection and Duration, as in 


This Illuſtrious Perſon, whom the ou 
of Heaven hath thus Bleſſed, and 
Kings of the NO: delighted 1 (ad 


Honour. 


F that r 
Jon His ac- 


r ? be cee. 


m Him may 


e Promiſes of God 


to Good men, and that the Happy Ef- 
fects of all the Other promiſes may fi- 
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